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less, perhaps, than they ought; they give me very little
uneasiness because I know them to be groundless. Violent
attacks have been made upon the Department and myself
for the reason that our naval vessels were not efficient, had
no speed; but in the account of the battle, the Kearsarge is
said, by way of lessening the calamity, to have had greater
steaming power than the Alabama, and to have controlled
the movement. Our large smooth-bore guns, the Dahl-
grens, have been ridiculed and denounced by the enemies
of the Navy Department, but the swift destruction of the
Alabama is now imputed to the great guns which tore her
in pieces.

A summer raid down the valley of the Shenandoah by the
Rebels and the capture of Harper's Ferry are exciting mat-
ters, and yet the War Department is disinclined to com-
municate the facts. Of course, I will not ask. A few words
from Stanton about "cursed mistakes of our generals,"
loss of stores that had been sent forward, bode disaster.
General Sigel is beaten and not the man for the command
given him, I apprehend. He is always overwhelmed and
put on the run. It is represented that the Rebel army is in
large force, 30,000 strong, under Ewell. We always have
big scares from that quarter and sometimes pretty serious
realities. I can hardly suppose Ewell there with such a
command without the knowledge of Grant, and I should
suppose we would hear of the movement of such a body
from other sources. But the military authorities seem not
to know of them.

I have sometimes thought that Lee might make a sudden
dash in the direction of Washington or above, and inflict
great injury before our troops could interfere, or Grant
move a column to protect the city. But likely Grant has
thought and is prepared for this; yet he displays little strat-
egy or invention.

July 7, Thursday. I am apprehensive of trouble in mak-
ing future contracts. Old contractors have been attacked